USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia
Request for Applications (RFA) No 004-020402-(01)-A-2019




USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia
Request for Applications (RFA) No. 004-020402-(01)-A-2019
Issuance Date: July 15, 2019
Dear Applicant:

“USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia”, implemented by Chemonics International, is seeking grant applications for implementation of grants program to encourage linkages between external value chains and Pankisi enterprises (MLGP)
The grants will be awarded and implemented in accordance with USAID and US Government regulations governing grants under contracts and “USAID Panksis Community Links Activity in Georgia” internal grant management policies. 

[bookmark: _GoBack] The project will hold an informational meeting on July 24, 2019 at “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” Akhmeta office, 36 Chanturia Street at 3:00PM. This meeting will allow eligible and interested applicants the chance to ask questions about the program and receive guidance on how to complete the application form. Attendance of the info session is free of charge. Travel – related expenses to attend the event will not be reimbursed.  

Project and Chemonics employees may not ask for, and applicants are prohibited from offering, any money, fee, commission, credit, gift, gratuity, thing of value, or compensation to obtain or reward improper favorable treatment regarding this solicitation. Any improper request from a project employee should be reported to BusinessConduct@chemonics.com. 

Annexes included with this Request for Applications:  
- Annex A - Grant Application Form 
- Annex B – Grant Application Budget Form.
- Annex C – Implementation Timeline 
- Annex D – Applicant Self-Assessment Form.
- Annex E – Procurement Plan
- Annex F – Required Certifications.
· Certification of “Representation by Organization Regarding a Delinquent Tax Liability or a Felony Criminal Conviction (AAPD 14-03, August 2014)”
· Prohibition on Providing Federal Assistance to Entities that Require Certain Internal Confidentiality Agreements – Representation (April 2015)
These two must be signed when competing through an RFA.
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[bookmark: _Toc13210637]SECTION I. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
[bookmark: _Toc13210638]IA. 	OBJECTIVE 
[bookmark: _Hlk12278780]“USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” is awarding grants to Pankisi businesses or to businesses outside of Pankisi wishing to integrate Pankisi business into their supply chains to upgrade processes and technologies to establish viable business linkages outside of Pankisi. The linkage grants program will focus on market-oriented MSMEs interested in making investments to improve the quantity, quality, and diversity of their products in line with market requirements. Applicants will need to demonstrate an openness to developing business relationships inside and outside of Pankisi and present a sound business plan that show the possibility of increased sales, strengthened value chain linkages, and/or increased value addition. To help the entrepreneur to reach the target market, linkage grants will support technological and equipment upgrades, input purchasing, or process improvement in potential businesses. 

[bookmark: _Toc13210639]IB.	BACKGROUND 
“USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” is a three-year, program which addresses the primary grievances in Pankisi: inter-community divides and economic and social isolation from the rest of Georgia. The implementation approach focuses on the following: 1) forging linkages across age groups and religious affiliations within Pankisi; and 2) connecting Pankisi citizens to the rest of Georgia through economic and social opportunities. The resulting interactions will help create a more cohesive society within Pankisi and bridge the divide between Pankisi and surrounding areas.

[bookmark: _Toc13210640][bookmark: _Hlk12456233]IC.	DETAILED PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
[bookmark: _Hlk12454324]“USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” will issue market linkage grants to hotels, agribusiness processing companies, shops and markets, or any other firms within the different value chains, that find ways to integrate Pankisi producers into their supply chains.  
The MLGP will have the following eligibility criteria and technical conditions:
· Focus on firms outside of Pankisi which are willing to integrate Pankisi producers into their supply chains;
· Focus on firms inside of Pankisi ready to establish viable business linkages outside of Pankisi
· Grant funds can be used for technological or equipment upgrades, input purchasing, or process improvements, 
· Eligible recipients should conclude in mutually beneficial economic arrangements (agreements, contracts, joint ventures etc). 

Applications from female entrepreneurs and/or woman-owned businesses and youth are strongly encouraged.  The grants’ size will be up to GEL 25,000. 


[bookmark: _Hlk12454348]“USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” recognizes that some grantees may need technical assistance to more effectively carry out the activity. Consequently, applicants are encouraged to specify their needs for technical assistance and/or training in their application.  


[bookmark: _Toc13210641]ID.	AUTHORITY/GOVERNING REGULATIONS
[bookmark: _Hlk12457846]“USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” grant awards are made under the authority of the U.S. Foreign Affairs Act and USAID’s Advanced Directive System (ADS) 302.3.5.6, “Grants Under Contracts.” Awards made to non-U.S. organizations will adhere to guidance provided under ADS Chapter 303, “Grants and Cooperative Agreements to Non-Governmental Organizations” and will be within the terms of the USAID Standard Provisions as linked in the annexes, as well as the “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” grants procedures.

 ADS 303 references two additional regulatory documents issued by the U.S. Government’s Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and the U.S. Agency for International Development:
· 2 CFR 200 Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards, Subpart E (U.S. applicants are subject to 2 CFR 200 in its entirety)

Full text of 2 CFR 200 can be found at http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2cfr200_main_02.tpl.  “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” is required to ensure that all organizations receiving USAID grant funds comply with the guidance found in the regulations referenced above, as applicable to the respective terms and conditions of their grant awards.

Under the “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” grant program, USAID retains the right at all times to terminate, in whole or in part, “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” grant-making authorities. 

[bookmark: _Toc13210642]SECTION II. AWARD INFORMATION
[bookmark: _Hlk12458024]“USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” anticipates awarding up to 25,000GEL but the final amount will be dependent upon grant activities and final negotiation and may be lower or higher than that range. The duration of any grant award under this solicitation is expected to be no more than 12 months. The estimated start date of grants awarded under this solicitation is September 15, 2019.

[bookmark: _Toc13210643]SECTION III. ELIGIBILITY
[bookmark: _Toc13210644]IIIA.	ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS 
· Applicants must be a registered in Georgia formally constituted, recognized by and in good standing with appropriate Georgia’s authorities, and compliant with all applicable civil and fiscal regulations. 

· Applicants may only submit one application per organization under this RFA.

· Applicants must have established outreach capabilities with linkages to the beneficiary group(s) identified in the program description. This should be reflected by the incorporation of the beneficiary perspective in the application.

· Applicants must display sound management in the form of financial, administrative, and technical policies and procedures and present a system of internal controls that safeguard assets; protect against fraud, waste, and abuse; and support the achievement of program goals and objectives. “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” will assess this capability prior to awarding a grant. 

· The following are required to be submitted as part of the application package in response to an RFA found in Annex E.
· Certification of “Representation by Organization Regarding a Delinquent Tax Liability or a Felony Criminal Conviction (AAPD 14-03, August 2014)”
· Prohibition on Providing Government Assistance to Entities that Require Certain Internal Confidentiality Agreements – Representation (April 2015)

· Additionally, applicants must sign the following required certifications prior to receiving a grant. The certifications are attached to this solicitation (Annex E) and “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” will review them with applicants. 

· The project will work with the successful grantee to draft a marking and branding plan which will be annexed to the grant agreement.

· Faith-based and community groups will receive equal opportunity for funding in accordance with the mandated guidelines laid out in ADS 303.3.28 except for faith-based organizations whose objectives are for discriminatory and religious purposes, and whose main objective of the grant is of a religious nature. 

· Applicants’ in-kind leverage must be at least 20 % of the total value of the project. 


 “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” encourages applications from new organizations who meet the above eligibility criteria.

[bookmark: _Toc13210645]SECTION IV – APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION 
[bookmark: _Toc13210646]IVA.	INSTRUCTIONS TO APPLICANTS 
Applicants must propose strategies for the implementation of the program description described above, introducing innovations that are appropriate to their organizational strengths.  

[bookmark: _Toc13210647]IVA1.	APPLICANT SELF-ASSESSMENT

All organizations selected for award are subject to a pre-award risk assessment conducted by “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia”, to ascertain whether the organization has the minimum management capabilities required to handle US government funds. The applicant self-assessment is the first step in the pre-award risk assessment process. The Applicant Self-Assessment Form is contained in Annex D. 

Instructions and a template for the full application are in Annex A. Applicants that submit full applications that meet or exceed the merit review criteria will be notified of next steps in the application process. 

[bookmark: _Toc13210648]IVA2.	GRANT APPLICATION
 
Templates to be utilized when developing the application  are provided in Annex A and Annex B. Applicants shall present their technical application and budget in the formats provided and shall follow the instructions and guidelines listed in these annexes. 

All grant activity costs must be within the normal operating practices of the Applicant and in accordance with its written policies and procedures. For applicants without an audited indirect cost rate, the budget may include direct costs that will be incurred by the Applicant to provide identifiable administrative and management costs that can be directly attributable to supporting the grant objective.

The application  must be signed by an authorized agent of the Applicant.
[bookmark: _Toc13210649]IVA3.	INELIGIBLE EXPENSES
“USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” grant funds may not be utilized for the following:
1. Construction or infrastructure activities of any kind. 
1. Ceremonies, parties, celebrations, or “representation” expenses. 
1. Purchases of restricted goods, such as: restricted agricultural commodities, motor vehicles including motorcycles, pharmaceuticals, medical equipment, contraceptive products, used equipment; without the previous approval of  “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia”, or prohibited goods, prohibited goods under USAID regulations, including but not limited to the following: abortion equipment and services, luxury goods, etc.
1. Alcoholic beverages.
1. Purchases of goods or services restricted or prohibited under the prevailing USAID source/ nationality (Cuba, Iran, North Korea and Syria). 
1. Any purchase or activity, which has already been made.
1. Purchases or activities unnecessary to accomplish grant purposes as determined by the  “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” Project.
1. Prior obligations of and/or, debts, fines, and penalties imposed on the Grantee.
1. Creation of endowments.


[bookmark: _Toc13210650]IVB. 	APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION

Applications shall be submitted in Georgian and may not be more than 6 pages. 

Applications (Technical and budget proposals and supporting documentation) should be submitted in electronic OR hard copy to the “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” offices at the address below and should reference RFA No. 004-020402-(01)-A-2019 Applications must be submitted no later than August 15, 2019. Late or unresponsive applications will not be considered.


USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia 
Akhmeta, Chanturia ST. 36, 0900
subawards@pankisilinks.ge 


In addition to the application forms and budget, applicants should submit the following to “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia”: 
· Implementation Plan
· Signed and dated Required Certifications listed under section III.A
· Applicant Self-Assessment form
· Procurement plan
· Copy of Certification of registration of organization 


Please submit all questions concerning this solicitation via email to subawards@pankisilinks.ge  no later than July 23, 2019 . “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” will assist applicants in understanding the application process and can provide coaching in application development at the request of applicants. 
[bookmark: _Toc13210651]SECTION V. APPLICATION MERIT REVIEW CRITERIA

Full applications will be evaluated against the merit review criteria in the table below. 


	Merit Review Category
	Rating (Points)

	Technical Approach 
	20

	Sustainability 
	20

	Cost Effectiveness
	20

	Past Performance
	20

	Leverage
	20

	Overall Rating (out of 100 points)
	100




Additionally, “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” will ensure environmental soundness and compliance in design and implementation as required by 22 CFR 216. 

[bookmark: _Toc13210652]SECTION VI. AWARD AND ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION 
All grants will be negotiated, denominated and funded in Georgian Lari (GEL) 
All costs funded by the grant must be allowable, allocable and reasonable. Grant applications must be supported by a detailed and realistic budget as described in Section IV.

Issuance of this RFA and assistance with application development do not constitute an award or commitment on the part of “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia”, nor does it commit “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of an application. Further, “USAID Pankisi Community Links Activity in Georgia” reserves the right to accept or reject any or all applications received and reserves the right to ask further clarifications from the offerors. Applicants will be informed in writing of the decision made regarding their application. 


[bookmark: _Toc13210653]LIST OF ANNEXES 
- Annex A – Grant Application Form 
- Annex B – Grant Application Budget Form 
- Annex C – Implementation Timeline 
- Annex D – Applicant Self-Assessment Form
- Annex E – Procurement Plan
[bookmark: _Hlk11833223]- Annex F – Required Certifications  

· Certification of “Representation by Organization Regarding a Delinquent Tax Liability or a Felony Criminal Conviction (AAPD 14-03, August 2014)”
· Prohibition on Providing Federal Assistance to Entities that Require Certain Internal Confidentiality Agreements – Representation (April 2015)
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